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v4 Per. Fi 10. A141 eich 


As rer Man \ bath riceted" 16" Gi ” 
even 1d miniſter the fame one mw no- 
bb guss Stewards of the dne 
Grace 1 Gad. 


N 85 it has pleaſed the God of 
e to rerper the Excel- 


PN together 2121 
tiod, he — ſtand in need of the mu 
tual Aſſiſtance of each other, for the 
Comforts, Conveniencies, and even Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life: It is moſt undoubtedly 
His Vill, that the Different Powers, 
Abilities and Opportunities, which are 
put into their Hands, ſhould be So em- 
ployed. This the Apople in my _ 
OE | | ay 


8 
1 N : N 8 8 
ber, a Good Stec 
J . ,. ; : 4p 4 : eB? nt 


6 ASERMON preachd at the 


has ſer i in a very ſtrong Light, — * 4s 
e Man, den he; hath Recefurd th 

8 er | % ee, the / ſam one 70 4 

ar of the an 


ars are evidently contained, or im- 
plyed; Py for Our Meditation at 
this time; 


That the Grace of Ged | is Mani- 
fl: that he has diſpenſed his Fa- 
vours to us in different Kinds, and 
| Meaſures, and Degrees. 


lt may be tbought perhaps that the Apo/tle had 


here a View oxLy to the extraordinary Gifts of 


the Spirit, which were /hed abroad upon the Firſt 
Chriſtians. But whoever conſiders attentively the 


Subject He was even then upon, and the Connexion 
of theſe Words with the Verſes immediately fore- 


going Above all things have fervent CHarITY 
among yourſelves : — Uſe HosPITALITyY one to 
another without grudging. As every Man hath 
Receiver the Gift, even ſo MixtsTER the 


ſame, &c. —- will, I believe, be of another Opi- 


nion, and will take them as a General Direction; 


having Relation both to ene before and n 


follows, 


which Words The following- par- 


That 


* 


WASH id bei ven neee | | 
That all the aka Nature, 
| Education, and Fortune, Which we en 

Joy are che N God. „I 9 Om 
N £8941 30 AD 08 
eden are not to bab upt 1 Gu i 
„ren ag Proprietors zof the Gifts of 
God, but as Stewards of them; and 
. as Stewards, muft expect to gie ur 
count how we have employed them 
and that the way to employ them 

— rigbt, and according to the Mill of 
Him that 8 Minifter 
har 17995 to another. 43 QUIET 
— N Oer 0 Dis 
-A ſhall begiat,wrinh; the Firſt of lie 
Particulars, The Graef. Gad is ani 
fold: His Favours tol the. Sons Sons FA 
are Various; Diſpenſed actordinglto the 
Counſel of. His Mill, in Different Kinds 
and in Different Drgrea. And hence d 
is, that to live in 8 o:-642T-y cis nbi only: 
good and profitable, but Necgſſary ta Men: 
ſincs No. Man is Sigficient to Himſeiffy of 
can in Himſelf ſupply and ſatis fi hi 
Wants and Deſires; and, on the other 
| N Every Man is endued with. me- 
thing 


A. "_ hs 4 


& 46ERMON preath'd at the 
thing which may render him Uſeful in 
_ fameDegree, or Acciptable to his Neigh- 

bots: - */Sp chunt the Eye canmat Jay 
unto the Hand, I bave u Need-of Thee * 
nor, again, the Head to the Feet, I have 
n Need'of Yau. +» Tf the noholt Body, 
1 Sf. Paul 1 obſerves, + were: an Eye, 
"where; were tl Hearing? I the: whole 
were Hearing, wurf avere the Smell ing? 
Ged had, in the Caurſe of his Provid- 
ence, given unto Some: Men Excallent 
naturu Abilitees, and: Great Wiſdom »— 
to Othert many Opportunities af im- 
proving themſel ves to Others Power 
and Honour to Others Riches —— 
and to Others again all ' theſe Advan- 
tages ragether; but each perhaps in a 
Leſſer Degree. And thus it comes to 
pals, that choſe Members of 'the Body, 
which ſeem” to: be moto feeble. are neceſ- 
fary. An thoſe Members; which ave think 
— moans; upon theſe we' be- 


; parts” have ps eine 


Comelines. KA Coſy - ape tear 
b 57: 10 ob ET Bhi 
1 Cr. . 21. ow. 17. c. al. an. — | 


F . 
— 


1 Need : zur G — FY 
Body together, having given. more Abund- 
ant Honour tu that port which Laoked s | 
| That e be no Schifm-in the B. 
dy, but that the. Members ſhould have the 
fame. Care une for another. = "Whereas 
if all the Advantages above-mentioned 
were given in che Higheſt Degree to the 
ſame Perſa; This in all probability 
would end in nothing but Tyranny ant 
Oppreſſion, and the Miſery of the reſt 
of Mankind: And on the other hand, 
If they were given to all Men in the 
Same Degree; The Conſequence of ſo 
exatt Equality perhaps might be no leſt 
than the Ruin and Deſtruction of them 
All. There are therefore Diverfities of 
Gifts, and Diferences of Adminiſtrations. 
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0 Secbody, * Anocher 0 Thiog 
ſhould do well ro conſider is, That 11 
the Advantages'we enjoy, by Nature, or 
Fortune, ar Ruucation, ate the Gift of 
Go. This though I think No man 
can really doubt of; Moſt men act, as if 
ny were fully Perſuaded' of che Con- 

:B trary— 


10 4 SERMON preach/d at tbe 


trary — and as if they ſaid in their 
* Hearts, My Power and the Might of my 
Hand have gotten me all theſe Bleflings. 
Thus it is, when Men have + eaten and 
are Full, and have built Goodly Houſes, 
and dwelt therein ; When their Herds and 
their Flocks Multiply, and their Silver and 
their Gold is multiplied, and all that they 
have is multiplied : Then their Heart is 
Liſted up, and they Forget tbe Lord their 
| God, who has — ſo Great Things for 
'- them — They, forget the Lord their 
God; and bebave themſelves unſeemly to- 
wards their Brethren, as if there were a 
Marvellous Difference- between them, 
and they had not all one Parent —— 
Whereas, in Truth, if the Matter were 
ſtrictly enquired into, The Difference 
detween them would be found to lie per- 
haps, not ſo much in Themſelves, as in 
their Fields and Vineyards — Or if there 
ſhould be found a Difference: in Nature, 
The Queſtion of St. Paul (1 Cor. iv. 7.) 
ought yet to be a little attended to Mo 
N . _ TEE: er 0 e 
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CoMmMencemenT ar Campancs: 11 
What haſt thou, which Thou didft not re- 
ceive? Now if thou didft receive it, Why: 
deft thou Glory, as if thou hadft not re- 
ceived it — Thou waſt born of Rich, 
and Honourable Parents: haſt Lands in 
Poſſeſſion — not through thine own Arm, 
but the Wiſdom or Induſtry of thy Fore- 
fathers — * Houſes full of all good 
Things, which Thou filledſt not; Well 
digged which thou diggedſt not; Vineyards 
and Olive Trees, which Thou plantedſt 
not — Deſpiſeſt thou therefore thoſe 
who have not theſe Bleſſings? Thou haſt 
attained perhaps to a Higher Degree of 
Learning and Knowledge than thy Neigh- 
bours — Enquire diligently of thy ſelf, 
Whether this is owing ſo much to any 
Excellency of thine own, as to ſome Ad- 
vantages of Leiſure and Education, which 
they Wanted: — Or put the caſe, that 
thou art bleſſed by Nature with a bet- 
ter Conſtitution, a Happier Invention, a 
Stronger Memory, a Clearer Judgment, 
than ſome others — Give Glory to God, 
who has enabled thee to arrive at Sn f 


„ Dor. vi . 37% 1 2 
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12 4. SERMON gbd of the 
Excellencies than others, with Lei De- 


III But Thirdly, If We l fr 


aur A [poftle, We are not to conſider our- 
ſelves as Proprietors of the Gzfzs of Goo; 


or to imagine them in /uch Senſe ov R 


own, that we have Abſolute Right to do 


with them What we pleaſe, or to em- 
beſt ſuit Our Humour or Fancy: But 


muſt remember, We are, in Truth, no 
more than Srewards of the Gifts we have 
received; and 4s Stewards ſhall be one 
Day called upon to give Account to Him, 


who Gave them. Which if we would 
do with Foy, and not with Grief, we 


muſt employ them to thoſe Good Pur- 


poſes, for which they were given. 
. WHrar thoſe are, is clearly enough 
laced to us by the Apaſtie in my Text, 


As every Man, ſays He, bath received 


the Gift, even ſo Miniſter the ſame one to 


another, as Good Steward of the mani- 
fald Grace of God. 


If we would be G 00D 4 5 of 
dhe Gifts we have - received, We muſt 
: Mini wer 


Minifler them wet; Sar 18, we 
muſt take eſpecial Care that 7 de⸗ 
come, in Fact, What they were deſigned 
we Uſ and main not che Rar, of 
Where a beer is | lodgpd of doing 
Great „ there will be likewiſe a Pow= 
er of: doing Mere «iv th is very diffi- 
cult, if not Impoflible, to Separate them: 
And therefore it muſt lie upon the Ste- 
ard himſelf to conſider, Which Part it 
may be proper for him to chuſe. And 
ſure, a very Small Degree of Thought 
and Attention will ſnew him clearly, 
that he muſt expect a Puniſhment for his 
Misbehaviour, proportionable to the Abi- 
lities which he has abuſed. 
Our Misbehaviour indeed in this Re- 
gard may be of 7wo Kinds. We may 
neglett entirely the Powers and Oppor- 


tunities which are put into our hands; 


or we may make them Serve Purpoles 
directly Contrary to thoſe, for which 
they were given. The Shlotbful and Un- 
profitable Servant in the Parable, wha 
hid his LoxD's Money, neglecting to 


* Matt, xv. 18, 24, — 30. | 
85 | * 


by 2 tao mg 


of Fortune, but with Prudence likewiſe— 


14 ASERMON preact'd at the * 


put it to the: Exchangers, was therefore 


caſt into Outer Darkneſs, where ſhall be 
Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, And if 
Neglect and Sloth and Indolence deſerved 
this Sentence — Of how much Sorer Pu- 


niſhment, ſuppoſe Ye, ſhall They be thought 
Warthy, who have been Diligent — 


Active — in Miſcbief; and have made 


uſe of their Parts, or Learning, or Know- 


| ledge, or Power, or Riches, to Cruſh — 
not to Raiſe their Fellow-Creatures ? 


For Such we have too much Reaſon 


to fear, The Furnace will be heated even 
times Hotter. 


Far otherwiſe was the Behaviour of 


'T hoſe, whoſe MEmory we are now met 


together to pay a Decent Reſpect to, and 
Which, we truſt, Shall not be afraid of 


any Evil Report. 


I ſhall app che Particular above- . 
3 Firſt to Them, and Secondly | 


to Ourſelves. 
1. And Firſt, In the Diſpenſation of 
the Manifold Grace of God, They ſeem 


to have been bleſſed with a more than 


Common Share; not only with the Gifts 


9 


CoMMENCEMENT af CAMBRIDGE. 18 
to Diſcern how they might beſt Promote 


the General Good; and with a faithful 
Heart to neglect no Means of Dire&- 


ing them accordingly. They wiſely ſaw, 
that, for Want of a Moderate Portion of 


What was to Them given with ſo Liar 
a Hand, a Thouſand noble Minds had 


lain Uncultivated; many Great | Parts 
and Excellent natural, Endowments in a 


Manner Loft to the Horld, becauſe: they 
had never Opportunity to ſhew them- 
ſelves: and neee they could 
not better ſerve Mankind, than by mak 
ing the Superfluities of their own. Gifts 


Cal forth the Gifts of Others. 


2. Secondly, The FounDers and Eu- 
COURAGERS of Theſe Societies ſeem to have 
had Leſs than uſual of that Weakneſs 
abovementioned, which a Great Abun- 


dance in the good things of this World 


is apt to make Men fall into to forges 


that they are the Giſt of Gon to Glory, 


as if they had not Received them and 


to Deſpiſe, and Bebave themſelves unſcemly 
towards thoſe, who have them t. 


Which perhaps may be one Cauſe, that 


when Men * to find, they muſt 
W 


1 
| 
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ſhortly go the Way of all the Earth, and | 
can no longer have Dominion over their 
Relations; and ſemetimer, that the Re- 
tation may be the more Perfect, 
leave h whe 
5 3 9 And this will enemy, 1d u ao | 
| confider our FounDexs and:BENEFACToORS 

in a Third Reſpect —— 2s they: were 
Stewards of the: Grace of God. [5] 
And Good Stewards we may fincerely 
E | fay they werr of it. The Gifts which 
= they had received from Heaven they con- 
2 ſidered as received: nor did they ſuppoſe 
Z them given, that they might pleaſe them- 
'F _felvei; Regardleſs of the Will, and Ho- 
3 CO. 
wou'd/ not | confine: them within the Nar- 

row. Bounds of their own Family: but 

Mini [fred them to or ENS; and so mi- 
wfred, that all-Ronks; and Orders, and 

| of Men have been Benefited 

thereby, ANN en e 
fo TN | 


in 4 
Ii 3 Hi 8 


Whether 
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Whether therefore we conſider the 
Ailvai tages, which Ourſelves, the more 
= Immediate Objects of their Bounty, have 


received, — or the Great Benefits which 


are from hence derived throughout the 


Land, — or the Wiſe Proviſion they 


have made to Perpetuate the Bleſſing; 


Their Conduct will appear in Every 
Light— both in point of Iutegrity, and 


Prudence Worthy of all Praiſe and 


Honour: Nor can any thing ſully the 


Brightneſs of it, but our Behaving con- 


trary to the End of our Inſtitution; ei- 


ther not Employing at all the Advan- 
tages and Opportunities which have been 


put into our Hands; or Contriving to 
make them ſerve more our own Intereſt 


and. Lagers than the Good of the 


World. | 
IF svcn ſhould be our Conduct, It 


would caſt a Shade on Thezrs; and the 


Weaker part of Mankind might be 
brought really to Believe what the more 
deſigning Pretend, that theſe Societies 


are not of ſo much Service to the Pub- 
lick, as has been generally thought; and 


that therefore the Wiſdom of Thoſe, 
who firſt Eſtabliſhed them, and of all, 


Cc who 
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118 ASERMON nach & the 


Who have ſince ſhewn a Diſpafition to 
Encourage chem, may juſtly be called in 
Queſtion New juſtly I ſball not at 
preſent diſpute: nar will I ask, whether 
the Abuſe of ap Inſtitution argues the 
Weakneſs and Folly of the Jz/i:utton 
i [elif . or whether a Warping now 
| | "ni" thei in a, few. Iuſtancet from the 
Original Deſign, . ſhews that the 
is not upon the Whole Good and Uſeful— 
or whether the Nation would have been 
more Advantaged, if all that now ſup- 
ports Our Tuo Great Seats of Learning 
had been given by thoſe, who. have 
thought fit to encourage them, to their 
Children, or Ralatiaus, or Friend 
to be Diſpoſed: of by Them in the ſame 
Manner from ane Generation to another. 
Be all this as it will — If we have any 
Regard to Their MENMoR v, We ſhall 
be willing to cut off all Occaſian 
proach. Which, I believe, may be done 
effectually, if we will a Their Steps; 
and give Earneſt Heed to the Direction 
of the Apoſtle in my wares __ Y 
time ue ſhould let it flap. 
. Give me Leave ates: to- ap 
en has been ſaid — a 
And 


of Re- 
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- And indeed Vs ſeem to be partieulurly 
Concetrned in it. We have Bad frequent 

pportunities of ſeeing that the Grare 
of God is fold : Various are the Diſt 

poſitions, Tempers, Caparirie Which ate 
here to be Cultivated, und Improved. 
And it is the very Bud and Defipn of 
our Inflitntion, to make each particular 
Gift ſerve to the Perfection and Happi> 
neſs of Him that poſiefies | it, and ro the 
General Good of all. 

And while we conlider the rear Ad. 
vantages we have enjoyed, and (till enjo 
by means of our Education Here; 55 
the Opportunities whieh have been there 
by put into our Hands of Benefiting 
5 Others, and making Wen a Blefling ts 
the World; We cannot avoid locking 
upon ourſelves as Stewart bf tbe Grate 
of God, and Stewards of k Confiderable 
patt of it. And while we view ourſelves 
in bis Light, we ſhall neither Ent not 
Deſpiſe the Different Gifts and Talents 
of each other; but "ſhall endeavouf to 
Improve each bis 0Wn, © and unite in pto- 
per Methods to make the Whale were 7. 
in the — Een wy 


Cz „ 


20 ASERMON preachd at the 
And if we conſider as we ought the 
Influence, which Our good, or ill Beha- 
viour, will have upon the World ; We 
ſhall- defire nothing ſo much, as to be 
found Faithful Knowing well, that 
if this be required in EVERY Steward *, 
much more in thoſe, whoſe N. -oligence, 
or Miſemployment of their Talents will 
be attended with the moſt Fatal Conſe- 
quences. 
The i Man, and Mean Me- | 
 chanick, Who get their Bread by the 
Seat of the Brow, and are continually 
buſied in making a tolerable Proviſion for 
themſelves, and Families, may be well 
excuſed perhaps, if they ſhould ſpend a 
conſiderable part of 8 ſmall time they 
are freed from their Ordinary Toil, in 
Reft, or Innocent Diverſion; and ſhould 
be ignorant of, or look but ſuperficially 
into, Many things, which Men, who 
are in a Different Way of Life, may be 
obliged to conſider carefully The 
Gentleman and Man of Fortune, for whom 
a Happy and a Large Proviſion has been 
made, by the Labours or Wiſdom of their 
F. orefat her Whoſe Time, as Them- 


* 1 Cor. iy, 2. 


| * >, 4 


ſelves are apt to Complain, does often 
lye upon their Hand. would indee 
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de Incxcuſable, if they ſhould nag 


ploy ſome part of it in Enquiring into 
the Vill of their C KEA Ton, by Whom 


4 f X F 
7 0 , 
. g 
Pe * 


they are ſuffered to enjoy. the Fruits of 


others Induſtry ; Which, if they think a 


at all, they will allow, They ſhould 
employ to His Honour, and the Benefit 
of their Fellow Creatures. Should they, 
inſtead of this, be continually ſearching 
for New Diverſions, and New Pleaſures; 
Regardleſs whether Good or Evil 
Should They abuſe the Talents which are 
intruſted with them What Mitiga- 
tion the Puniſhment of ſome of them may 
receive, from their having had a faulty 


Education, from their having been 
brought up in Ignorance and Luxurious 


Living, and not enough provided to En- 
counter the Temptations, which mighę 
be afterwards. let /oo/e upon them 
This muſt be left to the God of Mercits; 
nor will it become us to determine poſi- 
tively of it.— But for Our ſelves — We 
cannot make uſe of any ſuch Plea. Our 
Minds were early formed to Study and 
Enquiry ; z to Care, and Great Exactneſs 


in 


42 4 SERMON pb at the | 
nn our Enquities: It Is the vey Baſneft 
of Our Dives, ro Encreaſe in Learning, 
and Knowledge, and All Wiſdom. And 
Every Science, which is here Cultivated, 


every Branch of Learning does, by nearer 
or more remote Conſequence, tend to 


the Glory of Gov, and the Good of Men. 
And for our Improvement in them, the 
Piety 


ty of Our Fou N DERS and BENE 
FACTORS has made fair Proviſion. 
Should we neglect Advantages and Op- 
portunities, with ſo Good Deſign af- 
forded us — Should we neglect to build 
upon the Foundation, which has here 


been laid Should Fe, who are ſet as 


Lights in the World be Darkneſs, How 
Great were that Darkneſs? Or ſhould we 
make uſe of the Knowledge we have 
gained to any other Purpoſe, than the 


T Publick Benefit ; than to make Men 


| Wiſer and Better; and to Confirm the 
Practice of every Grace and Virtue — 
Should we not give too juſt Occaſſon to 
them which defire Occaſion — The Miſ- 
chief hence arifing would ſpread far, and 

wide, and Every Cote of the Land 
would fee! the ill Effects of it, 


Lt 


| COMMENCEMENT at CAMBRIDGE. 23 es 
| Let us therefore Conſider ſeriouſly the - 


Importance of the T, alents, which are 5 
Committed to us; and Remember how 


much it Depends on Us, whether True 
Knowledge, Religion, and Virtue ſhall 
Keep the Footing they have at preſent in 
the World; or Ignorance, Infidelity, and 
the Overflowings of Ungodlineſs Prevail. _ 
If theſe Conſiderations be allowed, 
now and then, a Place in our Thoughts, 
We ſhall not fail of Approving Ourſelves 
Good Stewards of the Grace of God ; ſhall 
anſwer, in a Good Degree, the Excel- 
lent End of our Inſtitution ; make a Pro- 
per Return for the Bleſſings we enjoy; 
and be one Day Partakers, with the Au- 
tbors of them, of that Happineſs and 
Glory, which will be the Portion of 
Thoſe, who * Turn my to Righteouſe —- 


neſs. 
Dan. xii. * 
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5 Then followed tbe COMMEMORATION of the. = 
FOUNDERS and BENEFACTORS., 
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